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Melissa Marie Mackenzie-Trothen was 
one of the three co-founding members of 
the Heart Defects Society.  
 
She was born with Tetralogy of Fallot on 
January 7, 1973.  Her life was cut short 
on November 7, 2000, just 5 short months 
after the incorporation of the HDS. 
 
During the initial formation of the 
organization, she spoke repeatedly about 
the problems that families faced needing 
to travel out of the Windsor area in order 
to seek proper medical care for their heart 
defects.  The financial burden added to 
the emotionally strained family, and her 
hope was to alleviate some of this 
burden. 
 
In her memory, we have created the 
Melissa Trothen Memorial Fund.  This 
fund is designed to assist families 
needing to travel outside of the Windsor 
area for cardiac medical care. 
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